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Fistula first 

NO GRAFTS 





Radial artery 1-2 mm 

Cephalic vein ≤1.6 mm 

Rooijens et al, J Vasc Surg 2005 



Primary patency                            Secondary patency 

Rooijens et al, J Vasc Surg 2005 





Staramos et al, Eur J Surg 2000 





“Fistula first” is  

certainly not for 

 everyone 

J Vasc Surg 2013 

J Am Soc Nephrol 2010 



Access patency excluding (A) and 
including (B) primary failures 

Allon M, Clin J Am Soc Nephrol 2010 

At 18 months 



Schild AF 



Grafts vs. AV Fistulae 

Lee & Allon, Semin Dial  2013 

A working AVG is better to an immature AVF with prolonged catheter  dependence  



Autogenous AVF are the 
best first choice access 

BUT NOT FOR ALL! 



What is the less worst AVG  
 more beneficial AVG configuration 



Patency of various AVG configurations 

Huber TS,  J Vasc Surg 2003  

  

  

 



Tazza L  et al 



Basilic transposition vs. AV grafts 

Lazarides M, Eur J Vasc Endovasc Surg 2008  



BBAVF transposition (redo) 

PTFE <6cm 



PTFE <6cm 

Interposition graft  



Patency of repairs using <6 cm PTFE segments 

Georgiadis GS, J Vasc Surg 2005  



Tazza L  et al 



Conclusions I 

• AVF and grafts are both useful in 
providing vascular access 

• For elderly patients with life 
expectancy <18 months graft is an 
attractive option 



Conclusions II 

• Brachial-axillary AV grafts can still be 
created after failure of all autogenous 
AVFs, representing a last upper limb 
option  

• Use of short PTFE segments in redo 
procedures avoids  further consumption of 
the venous capital  



Le mieux est l'ennemi 

du bien* 

 

 Better is the enemy 

of  good enough 

Voltaire 1694-1778 


