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The future access 
surgeon 

• Multidisciplinary 

• Multiprofessional 

• Multiskilled 

 



The multidisciplinary 
aspect (1) 

• Teambuilding 
– Dialysis nurses/coordinators, Nefrologists, Access surgeon, IR, Duplex 

specialists  

– Access care algoritms 

– Team goals 

• The right access in the right patient at the right time 
– PD 

– HD (AVF, AVG, (Catheter) 
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The multidisciplinary 
aspect (2) 

• Surgeons awareness 
– Guidelines 

– Trends  
• patient/staff preferences 

– Center excellence 
• registries 

Xue et al, 
AJKD 2003 
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The multiskilled 
aspect (1) 

• Access selection 

– Primary procedures 
• PD 

– PD surgery 

• Preoperative evaluation 
– Hx, Phys Exam,  

– Preoperative duplex 

• AVF/AVG surgery 
– Surgical technique 

» Technical advances 

– New dialysis grafts 

– Secondary procedures 
• Interventional tools 

– Hybrid procedures 
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The multiskilled 
aspect (2) 

• Interventional skills and tools 

– Primary procedures 
• Optimizing in/outflow 

– Secondary procedures 
• IR or Access surgeon 

• Device selection 

• Hybrid procedures 
– Access thrombosis 

– Complicated access revisions 

 



The multiskilled 
aspect (3) 

1. Incision in LA 

2. Arterial-side thrombectomy 

3. Venous-side thrombectomy 

4. Venogram to localize 

venous stenosis 

5. Angioplasty  

• Access Thrombosis 

AVG 

Outflow 

Post thrombectomy Post PTA Post Viabahn 

http://www.edwards.com/products/vascular/clotmanagement/thrombectomycatheters.htm
http://www.edwards.com/products/vascular/clotmanagement/graftthrombectomycatheters.htm


The multiskilled 
aspect (4) 

• Complicated access revision 
– Functioning BC AVF right arm 

– CVD w occluded VJI, VSC, VBC dx 
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