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Introduction 

50,000 DVTs / annum in UK 
 

Around 10-15% iliofemoral 
 

Risk of PTS >75% 

(iliofemoral DVT) 



Pharmacomechanical thrombolysis and 
venoplasty in 23 year old female 
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Definition: 

All patients (Tous les patients)  

every one; 100% 

 



DVT risk factors 

Old age 

Obesity 

Malignancy 

Major surgery 

Immobility 

Previous DVT 
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There are some patients that you would 
NOT treat with PMT 



Iliofemoral DVT 

Thrombus removal strategy 

(CDT or PMT) 

 

Restore venous patency 

Prevent PTS 

Improve quality of life 

27 year old female 



CAVENT trial 

• Multicentre randomised trial (20 centres in Norway) 

• 18-75 years, first iliofemoral DVT, <21 days duration 

• Anticoagulation vs anticoagulation with CDT 

• Outcomes: incidence of PTS (24 months) and    

iliofemoral patency (6 months) 
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CAVENT trial 

NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE GROUPS 



CAVENT trial 

NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE GROUPS 

Iliofemoral DVT: are thrombus removal 
strategies as good as we think? 



Patterson et al, Arterioscler Thromb Vasc Biol. 2010;30:669-674  





ATTRACT study 



What about cost? 



What about cost? 

We have no evidence that these 
interventions are cost-effective 



All patients are suitable for PMT for  
ilio-femoral DVT 

Conclusions 

There are patients who are NOT SUITABLE  
for PMT 

 
Evidence is lacking for the clinical effectiveness  

of PMT 
 

There is little / no evidence of cost effectiveness 
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