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Objective

Feasibility and Safety of 

Non-Thermal / Non-Tumescent abolition of 

Saphenous Vein Reflux by ultrasound-controlled 

insertion of a Polyglycolic-Acid Yarn implant.

- Blocking reflux

- Eliciting an inflammatory response leading to 

permanent occlusion and fibrosis of the vein



Methods

Two consecutive cohort studies, total N=81

Tahoe I: multicenter, n=51, Europe

Tahoe II single center, n=30, Dom. Rep.

n = 77 available for 6 months follow-up 





Methods: key features of study protocol

Tahoe I : 

- LMWH s.c. for 2 weeks, 

- excentric compression over GSV for 3 days 

- compression stockings for 14 days 

Tahoe II: 

- no LMWH, no compression



anchor tetherimplant

Hidden inside implant: Pushrod with nitinol release wire

Methods

Device : Polyglycolic-Acid Yarn Implant





Results

- Ultrasound appearance

- Side effects 

- Occlusion rates
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Conclusion

Non-Thermal / Non-Tumescent Abolition of 

Saphenous Vein Reflux with a Polyglycolic-Acid 

Yarn implant at present is not ready for routine 

use.

Systemic and local side effects are too severe 

and anatomical success rate is too low






